PRODUCTION  AND  THE IDEOLOGICAL  SUPERSTRUCTURE
religious dissensions,  co-operating or interfering with
them.    The conduct of the princes and governments
who took part in the wars of religion, was directed, in
a large measure, by worldly aims.    But the religious
movement was primary, the princes and governments
profited by the situation created by it.    Many princes,
moreover,   were  sincerely  religious;    King   Gustavus
Adolphus, for instance, was as anxious to promote the
Protestant religion as to aggrandise Swedish power and
influence.    To understand any event, any movement in
life or history, it is first necessary exactly to retrace its
origin and development.     How did the  Reformation
come to pass ?    Some individual, or several, priests or
laymen, rose and preached from sincere conviction what
they thought was the true faith, needful for men's salva-
tion.   Some other individuals, many perhaps, convinced
and won over by their words, joined them and helped
to propagate their doctrine.    Others, just as naturally,
were shocked by it.    They, and especially the estab-
lished Church, feeling its power and its very existence
threatened, turned against the preachers and their flock
and prevailed upon the authorities to forbid the move-
ment and take severe measures against the agitators.
The persecuted, looking out for protection, addressed
themselves quite naturally to powerful persons whom
they knew to be in favour of the new doctrine.   Very
often, and probably in the great majority of cases, the
protectors were perfectly sincere and filled with true
religious   zeaL     Soon,   however,   the   opportunity  of
laying hold of the patrimony and of increasing their
own power enticed them.    It is not in man's nature to
refuse great advantages which are within his reach.
Thus different motives are combined and often confused
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